
Michael Jea:l W aguespack, CPA 
H aine Toups W aguespaek, CPA 

H onorable Jeff Britt 
Tensas Parish Sheriff and 
Ex.O fficio Tax Collector 

St. Joseph, Louisiana 

W A G U ESPA CK & A SSO CIA T ES 
(A Pl~fessional Accounting Corporation) 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANrI'S 

P.O . BOX 461 
Belle Rose. LA 703414)461 

INDEPENDENT AU DITO R'S REPO RT 

Telephone (504) 473-9200 
Telecopier (504) 473-2945 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of Tax Co llector A gency  Fund of Tensas Parish Sheriff as of June 
30, 1996, and for the year then ended, as listed in lhe table of contents. These financial statem ents are the 
respansibility of the Tensas Parish Sheriff's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statem ents based  on our audit. 

W e co nducted  our audit in acco rdance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United  States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perfi3rm the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
m isstatement. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures 
in the financial stalem ents. A n audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used  and significant 
estiraates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. W e believe 
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

As diescribed  in note A, the Tensas Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax co llector for the various taxing bodies 
within Tensas Parish, and the accompanying financial statements present information only on his activities as 
parish tax collector. Further, the accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the basis of cash 
receipts and disbursements which is a co mprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted  
accounting principles. 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred  to in the first paragraph present fairly the assets and liabilities 
arising from cash transactions of Tax Collector Agency Fund of Tensas Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and 
the collec tions and distributions for the year then ended , on the basis of accounting as described  in note A. 

In acco rdance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued  a report dated September 30, 1996 
on our co nsideration of Tensas Parish Tax Co llector's internal co ntrol structure and a report dated  September 
30, 1996 on its co mpliance with laws and regulations. 

Belle Rose, Louisiana 
September 30, 1996 

M embers of Society of 1,ouisiana Ce]lified Public Accountants and 
An'Jerican lnstit0te of Certified Pub]ic Accountants 
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IND EPEND ENT AU D ITO R'S REPO RT O N CO M PLIAN CE BA SED 
O N A N A U D IT O F TH E FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 

PERFO RM ED IN ACCO RDANCE W ITH G OVERNM ENT AU D ITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Jeff Britt 
Tensas Parish Sheriff and 
Ex.O fficio Tax Collector 

St. Joseph, Louisiana 

W e have audited  the financial statem ents of Tax Cxfllector Agency Fund of Tensas Parish Sheriff, as of June 
30, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued our report thereon dated September 30, 19':)6. 

W c ,oonducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards, issued  by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the Louisiana Governmental Audit 
G uide, issued  by the Society of Lo uisiana Certified Public Accountants and the lxm isiana Legislative Auditor. 
Tho:~e standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance  about whether the 
finallcial statem ents arc frec of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Compliance with laws, regulations and contracts applicable to Tax Co llector Agency Fund of Tensas Parish 
Sheriff, is the responsibility of Tensas Parish Sheriffs m anagem ent. A.s part of obtaining reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements are frec of material m isstatement, we perform ed tests of Tax Collec tor 
Agc:acy Fund of Tensas Parish Sheriff's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, and co ntracts. 
However, the objective of our audit of the financial statements was nol to provide an opinion on overall 
com pliance  with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

The results of our tests disclosed no instance s of noncompliance  that are required to be reported herein under 
G overnment Auditing Standards 

This report is intended  solely for the use of management of Tax Co llector Agency Fund of Tensas Parish 
Sheriff, and interested  state and fed eral agencies. However, this report is a matter of public record and its 
distribution is not lim ited . 

Belle Rose. Lo uisiana 
September 30, 1996 
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M embers of Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and 
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O ur ~x)nsideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all m ailers in lhc internal 
co ntrol structure thai m ight be material weaknesses under slandards established by the American ]nstilule of 
Certified Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or 
m ore of the specific internal co ntrol structure elements does not red uce to a relatively low level the risk that 
errors or irregularities in amounts that would be malerial in relation to the financial statements being audited  
may occur and not be detec ted  within a timely period by employees in the normal co urse of perform ing their 
assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal co nlrol structure and its operations that we 
consider to be material weaknesses as defined  above. 

This import is intended  solely for the use of management of the Tensas Parish Sheriff, and inlerested  state and 
fed eral agencies. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Belle Rose, Louisiana 
Septem ber 30, 1996 

- 7 - 



Michael Jean W aguespack, CPA 
Elaine Toups W aguespack, CPA 

W A G U ESPA C K & A SSO C IA T ES 
(A Professional Accounting Corporation) 
CER'I-IFIED PUBIJC ACCON ANTS 

P.O . BOX 461 
Belle Rose, LA 70341-0461 

Telephone (504) 473-9200 
Telecopier (504) 473-2945 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
STR U CTU RE BA SED O N A N A U D IT O F TH E FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 

PERFO RM ED IN ACCO RD ANCE W ITH G OVERNM ENT AU DITING STAN DARDS 

Honorable Jeff Britt 
Tensas Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-O fficio Tax Collector 

St. Joseph, Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statements of Tax Co llector Agency Fund of Tensas Parish Sheriff Tax Co llector 
as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued  our report thereon dated September 30 
1996. 

W e conducted our audit in acco rdance  with generally acce pted auditing standards and Government Auditing 
S~.andards, issued  b'y "the C~,rnptrofier G enera'~ of ~.he ~1nited  S~.m es. Those standards require "tha't "~e "p'~an and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
m isstatem ent. 

The m anagement of Tax Collector Agency Fund of Tensas Parish Sheriff is responsible for establishing and 
main~.aining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by 
management are required  to assess the expected benefits and related  costs of the internal control structure 
policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with 
reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or 
disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and reco rded  
properly to permit lhe preparation of financial statements on lhe basis of cash receipts and disbursements 
which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. Because 
of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities m ay nevertheless occur and 
not be detected . Also, projec tion of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk thai 
procedures may become inadequate because of changes in co nditions or that the effectiveness of the design 
and operation of policies and proced ures m ay deteriorate. 

In pl~mning and performing our audit of the financial statements of Tax Collector Agency Fund of Tensas 
Parish Sheriff, for the year ended  June 30, 1996, we obtained  an understanding of the internal co ntrol 
structure. W ith respec t to the internal co ntrol structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of 
relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed  in operation, and wc assessed  co ntrol risk 
in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial 
statements and not to provide an opinion on the inlernal co ntrol structure. Accordingly, we do not express 
such ~tn opinion. 
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M em bers of Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and 
Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants 



AUDITOR'S REPORTS REQUIRED BY GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 



TENSAS PAR1SIt TAX COI,1,ECTOR 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

NOTF.S TO TilE FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS 
June 30, 1996 

NOTE C REFUGE RF~ NUE SHARING 

The refuge revenue sharing funds provided by Act (16 USC 715s) of 1995 were distributed as follows 

Fiflh Louisiana Levee D istrict 
Tensas Parish Sheriff: 
/L~sessor 
D rainage districts 
School Board 
Sheriff 

Tola 

NOTE 1) - I~IAIglLI'rlFS TO TAXING BO1)IES AND OTIIERS 

Liabilities to taxing bodies and others as of June 30, 1996 consisted of the following 

1994 Ad Valorem taxes paid under protest 
1995 Ad Valorcm taxes paid under protest 
Undistributed interest earned  on taxes paid 
under protest 

Total 

NOTE E - AD VALO REM  TAXES PAll) UNDER PROTEST 

3,386 

2,767 
1,571 
9,596 
1.557 

1,197 
1,696 

70 

lnclu,cled  in the unsettled  balances due 1o laxing bodies and other is $2,893 of Ad Valorem taxes paid under 
protest, plus interest earned to date on the investment of these funds, lolaling $70. Th ese funds arc held 
pendiing resolution of the protest. 



TENSAS PARISII TAX COLLECTO R 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

N OTES TO "]'liE FINANCIA l, STATEM ENTS 
June 30, 1996 

NOTI'~ A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the ex-officio tax 
collector of Ihe parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem property taxes, state 
revenue sharing funds, refuge revenue sharing, and angling, hunting, and trapping licenses. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of each tax co llector be audited annually. 
Accordingly, the accompanying statement reflects financial activity of the sheriff related only to his 
responsibility as ex-officio tax collec tor. Amounts included in this report are also included in lhc sheriff's 
annual general-purpose financial statements. 

The accounts of lhc tax collector are established to reflect the co llections imposed by law, distributions 
pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due various taxing bodies and olhcrs. The accompanying 
financial statement has been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, wilh collections recognized when 
received and distributions reflected when paid. 

Cash anti cash equivalents co nsist of ca sh in interest bearing bank dem and deposits. State lay,, authorizes the 
sheriff to deposit tax cx~llec lions in a bank domiciled in the parish where the funds are collected. At June 30, 
1996, thc sheriff has $14,950 (bank balances) on deposit with a local financial institution in interest bearing 
dem and a~ ounts. Th ese ca sh balance s, representing unsettled  tax and lice nse co llections, and inleresl earned 
are fully secure~l through federal deposit insurance. 

NOTE B - REVENUF SIIA RING FUN1)S 

The revenue and exce ss revenue sharing funds provided  by Act 1220 of 1995 were distributed as follows 

Fifth Louisiana Levee D istrict 
Tensas Parish: 
/~~,sessor 
Drainage Districts 
Police  Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Various pension funds 

Tola 
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S 14,807 

17,916 
11,237 
31,419 
34,699 
32,380 
5.149 



TENSAS PARISI1 TAX CO LLECTOR 
St. Joseph, Ixm isiana 

STATEM F.NT OF ASSETS AND I.IABII.ITIES (AGENCY FUND) 
June 30, 1996 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Total A.ssels 

Liabilities 

ASSETS 

LIAIHI,ITIES AND FUND FQUITY 

Due to Taxing Bodies and O thers 

Total Liabilities 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statcmcn 

2 - 

$ 2,963 

$ 21963 

$ 2,963 

$ 2~963 
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TENSAS PARISIt TAX CO LLECTOR 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

STATEM ENT OF COI.LECTIONS, I)ISTR1BUTIONS, AND UNSETTI.ED IIAIA NCF~S (AGENCY FUNI)) 
For the Year ended June 30, 1996 

UNSE'I'i'I,ED BALA NCES, JUNE 30, 1995 

CO LLECTIO NS 
Ad Valorem taxes 
Ad Valorem tax es paid under protest 
Amgling, hunting, and trapping licenses 
Interest on: 
Delinquent taxes 
N O W  accounts 

State revenue sharing 
Refuge revenue sharing 
Tax notice s, etc. 

Total collections 

Tota 

D ISTR IBU TIO NS 
Tensas Parish: 
Assessor 
D rainage districts 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 

Fifth Louisiana Levee D istrict 
Louisiana Forestry Com m ission 
Louisiana Department of W ildlife and Fisheries 
Pension funds 
Refunds and redemptions 

Total distributions 

UNSEIq'LED BALA NCES AT JUNE 30, 1996, 
DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTIIERS 

The a~'ompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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$ 1,242 

1,708,605 
1,696 

41.095 

1,374 
2,398 

147,6(17 
38,877 
3,014 

1~944,666 

1.945.908 

130,037 
77,909 
571,285 
511,506 
464,290 
93,467 
6,420 
34,942 
51,965 
1.124 

1.942.945 


